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POLITICS AND POLITICAL SCIENCE IN 2010

The past year was an eventful one in the

again demonstrated the centrality of poli-
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political sphere. The global financial cri-  tics in shaping our lives. The on-going INSIDE

sis resulted in the governments of the negotiations relating to global climate

worl dés rich count r change futleeureinfoncg thebinepbrinok e n  IN MEMORIAM 2
seven and fourteen trillion dollars (the politics.

amount varies depending on the defini- GRADUATSTUDENT 45
tions used) into banks, other financial This Newsletter provides a snap shot of ACHIEVEMENTS
institutions and companies. some of the activities of the Department THE1980S e

The efforts by governments to stabilize
their economies also highlighted how
political and economic power is shifting

of Political Science to understand, and in
some cases, shape our world. The
Newsletter is designed for students,
graduates and others who have an inter-

FACULTWEMBERROFILES9-10

among nations. Regardless of the spe- est in the Department and more gener- RETIREMENT 8
cific outcomes, the financial crisis has ally the study of politics.
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The Department of Political Science
strives to cultivate a vigorous intellectual
community based on the critical analysis
of political life and institutions. Believing
that a democratic education is education
for democracy, we are committed to en-
couraging democratic participation and
social justice. We seek to promote dia-
logue in which students and teachers
alike critically come to terms with their
assumptions and beliefs about politics
and society.

We are proud that this commitment to
critical dialogue has brought an enviable
record of success. This includes not only
our faculty members with international
reputations for research, and numerous
awards for excellence in teaching, but
also students who find new and construc-
tive ways i both as individuals and col-
lectively i to engage with politics and
society. Political Science students take
part in workshops, seminars, and confer-

ences at both the departmental and uni-
versity levels, and also are active in a
wide range of movements, groups and
institutions.

In this, our first year within the new Fac-
ulty of Liberal Arts and Professional
Studies, the Department of Political Sci-
ence is undertaking new approaches to
teaching, and beginning to explore new
dimensions of our identity, while preserv-
ing our commitment to activism, democ-
racy and social justice. Challenged i at
home and abroad i by deepening crises
in the economy and environment, in per-
sonal and communal security, and in the
form and practice of government, we

have never had a greater need for critical

perspective and new means of engage-
ment. We have the opportunity to work
together in understanding these chal-
lenges and to raise for ourselves the
guestion of how we best may confront

George Comninel
Department Chair
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redefine THE POSSIBLE.
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IN MEMORIAM: ANN DENHOLM CROSBY

On July 1, 2009 the departmentlosta f |l ect s Prof essor Crosbybd
colleague, teacher, scholar and friend  critical security studies. For information

when Ann Denholm Crosby passed about how to make a donation to this

away after a brief battle with cancer. award, you can contact Professor San-

Ann joined the department in 1992 af-  dra Whitworth at sandraw@yorku.ca.

ter earning degrees in Sociology, Eng-

=N lish Literature and Anthropology. She  professor Elizabeth Dauphinee shares
was an active teacher, an engaged the impact of Professor Crosby on her
(% supervisor of graduate students and an |ife:
'.k effective administrator, having served

as the Graduate Program Director from | 1999, | was one of many keen MA

Ann Denholm Crosby 2001-2004. students in Ann's Advanced Topics in
] Security Studies seminar. | was 25
Before coming to York, Professor years old, over-confident, and naive (to

CFOSby had |Ong been aCt|Ve with the name just a feW qua"ties)_ We were
Canadian Voice of Women for Peace, discussing global inequality, social jus-

the Group of 78 and Canadian Pug- tice, and the need for change. Each of
wash. She had also been a Book Re- s spoke as if we knew what these
view columnist f or thihgd feas tand eatPof Us Aakl velyV © -
ning Telegram and had written and grandiose ideas on what we should do.
produced radio drama for the CBC.

] ) o ~ One day, Ann quietly sai
Given this background, it is not surpris-  know, it might not be us that will be the
ing that Professor Crosby resisted dis-  agents of change. It might be instead
ciplinary conformity in all its guises and  that change will be visited upon us by
drew on literature for her classes as OtherS, in ways that we never intended,
well as her research that reflected the  anq in ways that we cannot control. It
breadth of both her academic training  might be the sort of change that will

and _profe_ssi_onal experience. Her work strip us of our privilege entirely. And
provides insights onthewaysmodern  t nj s js perhaps how it s

state and economic practices have
evolved and are sustained by scientific, For a young, naive, self-confident,

artiStiC, re|igi0us, eC0n0miC and p0|ltl- pnv"eged creature Such as myse'f’

cal practices and knowledge. brand-new to the MA program at York,
) this was a sobering and shocking mo-
The Department held a memorial to ment. It changed the way | thought

celebrate Prof ess ogpouthedndrlih@ rofduddfart 1 N
September 2009 and also established  stynning way. | will never forget it. |

an award in her honour to supportan | never forget Ann. | hope she is
incoming MA student whose work re-  |goking on us fondly.

IN MEMORIAM: NORMAN PENNER

Professor Emeritus Norman Penner,  Glendon in the early 1980s, and then |

who taught for many years at Glendon taught there again between 1985 and

College, passed away in Toronto at 1987. Norm was as warm and gener-

age 88 on April 16, April 2009. Prof.  ous as you could ask from a senior

George Comninel r e aledgliesand wielMegspetted bysstu-

teaching experience wasasaUnitl dents, staff and faculty
course director (on a 6ticketdo) at

Norman Penner
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GRADUATE STUDIES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Graduate Program in Political

Science continues to be internation- Trans-Border

ally renowned for its critical ap-

ence Student Association and the
Feminist Collective.

proaches to the study of politics. Our As new Graduate Program Director, |

students are involved in a range of
activities 7 both in the classroom and

am committed to the continued excel-
lence of Political Science research at

beyond i which include the organiza- York and to supporting the graduate
tion of conferences and workshops, students i both MA and Ph.D. i who

teaching-development seminars, and
a student-run scholarly journal.

undertake this research. | am very
honoured to occupy an administrative
role that places me in proximity to

Students are also involved in local such a diversity and wealth of intellec-

political activism
community organizations, as well as
their union, CUPE 3903, and other
Political Science related organizations
such as the Graduate Political Sci-

through various tual expertise and innovation as ex-

ists in the Graduate Program in Politi-
cal Science. | look forward to the
next three years.

Elizabeth Dauphinee
Graduate Program Director

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES IN POLITICAL SCIENCE

The Undergraduate Program in Politi-
cal Science at York is one of the best in
the country.

It offers a unique perspective on poli-
tics inasmuch as it seeks to deepen the
democratic experience through the
development of critical citizenship and
autonomous thinking. From the first
year onwards, undergraduates in the
Department benefit from the knowl-
edge and passion of our full-time and
part-time Faculty members.

Because special emphasis is put on
the sharpening of reading, writing, and
thinking skills, our students are well
equipped to distinguish themselves in
the many venues open to political sci-
entists. Indeed, the success of our
alumni speaks volumes about the ex-
cellence of our program: our graduates
can aspire to T and attain 1 greatness
in the field of their choice.

Martin Breaugh
Undergraduate Program
Director

PROFESSOR ISABELLA BAKKER AWARDED TRUDEAU
FELLOWSHIP

Professor Isabella Bakker received a
$225,000 Trudeau Fellowship Prize in
2009 for her cutting-edge work in femi-
nist political economy. Trudeau Fellow-
ships are awarded annually through a
rigorous nomination process to highly  mitted to the enhancement of democ-
accomplished Canadians who ques- ratic dialogue, equitable global social
tion societyds wor thdngevandgender equelity. t e ac h
the importance of responsible and en-

gaged citizenship.

Professor Bakker is a leading authority
in the fields of political economy, public
finance, gender and develop-

ment. Throughout her career, her pol-
icy and advocacy work has been com-

Isabella Bakker
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HOW | SPENT MY 2009 SUMMER VACATION

by Professor John Saul

Being retired, my summer vacation started
early (in any case,
mid-s u mmer at
two trips back to my old research and work
haunts, Tanzania and South Africa.

First to Dar es Salaam in February where |
was invited to be a participant on the South
African Development Community (SADC)
research team that is evaluating, in scholarly
fashion, the liberation struggle for Southern
Africa from 1960-1994. My brief: to examine
liberation support in Canada and the United
States during those years.

There was some relatively friendly scuffling in
Dar over the meaning
position being that it must involve not merely
the triumph of anti-colonial/anti-racist nation-
alism over white domination but also
Aliberationd defined
and democratic voice T areas in which it is
still far from being realized. Ultimately it was
agreed, somewhat grudgingly, that | could
write whatever | felt had motivated the strug-

gle's participants in North America (though, of

course, we in Canada had actually learned

New Year 6wad g,

our wider definition of liberation and liberation
struggl e
southern Africa itself!) while the overall pro-

s jectiviotld be éxpettdd¢o steclqonlato what
amat hec | gdesiti onabl
beration:

phaseo of |
My second trip was to Cape Town in May as

guest of the South African Association of Ca-

nadian Studies. There | gave, among other

talks, a well attended public lecture on
fiCanada and Sout h
Apartheid Struggle. o

| noted, among other things, both the signal
degree to which South Africans had, quite
concretely, taken
reservation system and other policies for con-

Af r
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tof olil iolb eroautri omwn i fiwalk f v

its brutal segregation and apartheid systems.
And, also the extent to which Canada, up until
then tacitly supportive, economically and po-

litically,t oé whites Sooth Afcida,ahads hegug,e n d

under Brian Mulroney, to switch away from the
apartheid regime towards a policy of coopta-
tion of the African National Congress leader-
ship and acceptance
South Africa by western capital after their
countryds ostensible

NEW EDITION OAMERICAN EMPIRE

Leo Panitch reports that a new, expanded
paperback edition of American Empire and
the Political Economy of Global Finance
(Palgrave Macmillan) edited by Panitch and
Martijn Konings was published in 2009.

The chapters are based on papers given by
graduate students and postdoctoral fellows in
the Department of Political Science. As the
new chapter 'The Political Economy of the
Subprime Crisis' written for this new edition
demonstrates, the evolution of the financial
crisis has confirmed the perspective on the
relationship between global finance and
American empire presented in this book. The
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crisis began in the US, rapidly spread to
other parts of the world and continues to be
shaped by American political and economic
developments.

The extensive state intervention that the cri-
sis has induced also confirms the book's ap-
proach to understanding the relationship be-
tween states and globalization. This espe-
cially applies to the American state, which
was the most central to launching a global-
ized capitalism and whose interventions to-
day are once again most central to attempts
to contain global capitalism's most severe
crisis.
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GRADUATE STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

During 2009, the following Ph.D. students successfully defended their dissertations and
earned their doctorates:

Marc-Andre Gagnon: The Nature of Capital in the Knowledge-Based Economy: The Case of
the Global Pharmaceutical Industry

CharlesSmith. iFai rness and Bal ance?0: The Politilcs of Ontar |
Adam Hanieh: Khaleeji Capital: Class Formation and the Gulf Cooperation Council

Deepa Rajkumar: Moving Sudanese Stories: Voices that Contest the Dominant Refugee Dis-
course(s)

Maya Eichler: Militarized Masculinity in Post-Soviet Russia: A Gendered Analysis of State
and Society in the Context of the Chechen Wars

Emilia Castorina: The Contradictions of Democratic Neo-Liberalism in Argentina and the
Limits of the fANew Politics from Bel owo

Ryerson Christie: Peacebuilding and Cambodian State-Civil Society Interaction: An Imma-
nent Critique of the Promotion of NGOs as a Means of Resolving Conflict

Mary Young: The Political Economy of Agro-Food Restructuring in Indonesia in the 1990s

Kimberly Earles: The Gendered Effects of the Reregulation of the Swedish Welfare State:
Beyond the fADeath of a Model 06 Debate

John Simoulidis: Marx After Uno: Crisis Theory and the Post-War Boom and Crisis Recon-
sidered

RECOMMENDED READING

Professor Emeritus Edogia thinkihg in LRtm &nresica énsl in the t
est book, The Life and Times of Raul Pre-  field of international development in gen-

bisch, 1901-1986 (McGilFQue en 6 s Ueri avlead -( Mar ch 17, 200 i €
sity Press, 2009) has received rave reviews. was named one of The Economist's best
The book chronicles the life of Argentine books of 2009 in the biography and memoir

Raul Prebisch, a towering figure in the in-  category.
ternational debates on economic develop-

The Life and Times of

ment from the 1940s to the 1970s. Professor Dosman reports that when Mr.
Prebisch was invited to open the Centre for | **°"'**
The Economist in its review of the book Research on Latin America and the Carib-

wr ot e: Al n rescui ng PearcabMork dnliverdityinr 1978 henwasna ¢
eration, and above all in allowing the reader great hit with students and faculty alike. Mr.
to separate the man from the myth, Prebisch was also awarded an honorary
[Professor Dosman] has performed a valu- degree from York University in the same
able service for all those interested in eco-  year.
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